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May	10,	1941	
Rec’d May 29 

Dear	William:	
	

Your	very	lovely	letter	of	March	30	arrived	yesterday	to	make	us	very	

happy	–	and	without	any	apology	for	my	long	silence	I	am	going	to	try	to	

catch	up	on	news.	

	

Your	“domestic”	letter	amused	and	interested	us	very	much.	All	the	

“brands”	you	mention	have	been	closed	out	over	here	since	early	winter	–	

it	is	now	almost	impossible	to	buy	your	Scotch	&	the	price	is	almost	as	

high	as	the	one	you	mention.	Your	reference	to	the	efficient	maid	reminds	

me	of	the	good	old	days	in	Europe.	Those	girls	know
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	how	to	run	a	house	&	after	you	have	paid	bills	over	there	you	are	spoiled	

for	this	region.	High	wages	&	as	little	work	as	possible	is	the	watchword.	

	

After	writing	to	you	I	spent	a	week	in	Washington	at	the	D.	A.	R.	

Continental	Congress	–	held	in	Constitution	Hall	as	you	probably	know.	It	

was	a	thrill	&	I	am	not	waxing	patriotically	sentimental	when	I	say	that.	

Melody	had	spent	Spring	Vacation	in	Washington	&	was	there	when	I	

arrived.	She	remained	to	enjoy	the	next	week	with	me	and	attend	the	

various	functions	of	the	C.	A.	R.	–	(Children	of	the	A.	Rev.)
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The	trouble	is	our	ancestors	were	Tories	–	loyal	to	the	crown	so	our	bars	

are	only	3.	The	colonial	Governor	Wood	of	Virginia	is	our	original	

ancestor	&	they	were	all	quite	British.	Well,	I	hope	we	are	all	quite	

American.	It	is	a	“swell”	word	–	(reverting	to	the	vernacular).	While	I	was	

gallivanting	in	Wash	–	your	Papa	spent	a	couple	of	days	at	his	usual	

“Insurance	Meet”	in	Coshocton	–	I	was	glad.	

	

After	coming	back	to	Newark	there	were	3	houses	to	be	cleaned	–	&	

guests	expected	from	Cleveland	last	week	end.	The	Daywalts	&	their	

sister,	with	whom	we	were	much	on	our	Havana	trip.	Also	last	Sat.	was	

Mary	Shinn’s	wedding	and	Janie	came	home	so	I	wrote	the	guests	not	to	

come.	Well	–	by	Fri.	night	I	was	so	weary	that	honestly	I	didn’t	care	

whether	I	lived	or	died.	I	told	Laurence	the	other	day	–	not	once	has	

anyone	since	I	came	into	this	house	praised	or	expressed	the	thought	that	

anything	was	nice	–	only	something	I	leave	undone	is	ever	mentioned.	He	

didn’t	realize	it,	I	think.	
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It	may	be	childish	–	but	just	the	same	I	guess	we	all	feel	that	way	about	

things	–	“child	psychology”	–		

	

By	Sat.	afternoon	I	managed	to	get	to	Mary’s	marriage	ceremony	–	

looking	not	too	haggard.	It	was	very	simple	and	lovely	because	two	very	

fine,	sincere	people	were	very	seriously	stepping	into	about	the	most	

important	relationship	of	this	conventional	world.	–	Mary	is	such	a	fine	

character	–	she	did	not	make	a	pretty	bride	–	but	–	she	was	absolutely

	



5of 6	   1941‐05‐10 M100 SSK to WLK.doc 

	

radiant	–	with	that	indescribable	loveliness	which	so	few	brides	today	

seem	to	have	the	power	to	possess	–	(Don’t	call	me	a	cynic)	–	but	it	was	

darned	hard	not	to	drop	a	few	tears	when	you	looked	at	those	two	

youngsters.	

	

This	weekend	it	is	peaceful	here	as	Melody	has	gone	to	Cincinnati	to	visit	

Rudolph	&	Marie	Wurlitzer	&	incidentally	to	attend	the	May	Festival	

there.	The	Wurlitzers	are	wonderful	people.		I
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have	known	them	for	a	long	time	&	they	were	very	gracious	to	Carl	&	me	

for	many	years.	In	fact,	Curt	&	Mary’s	great	friendship	with	them	

developed	from	the	fact	that	Curt	&	Carl	were	brothers.	Maybe	they	have	

millions	and	wonderful	connections	but	they	are	as	at	home	at	our	farm	

in	Hanover	as	when	presented	at	the	erstwhile	courts	of	Europe	where	

they	enjoyed	that	privilege.	They	are	devoted	to	me	and	Carl	and	I	was	so	

happy	that	she	could	go	down	to	see	them.	Rudolph	enjoys	her	music	very	

much	–	Mel	is	marvelously	gifted	–	and	appreciate	the	fact	that	she	must	

work	as	well.	She	was	surprised	to	learn	that	the	“world	viewpoint”	of	

Current	Events	–	and	has	changed	her	opinions	very	intelligently	and	

definitely	from	pure	observation	here.	

	

We	are	going	to	try	to	send	you	some	excerpts	from	the	N.Y.	Times.	

Hoping	that	you	receive	them.	

	

Take	good	care	of	yourself	and	we	hope	to	hear	from	you	soon.	–	Love	

from	us	all	Sarah	–	I	am	leaving	now	for	the	country	on	an	errand	&	will	

continue	this	later

	


